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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
 

 

ñACTò           Disaster Management Act 57 of 2002 as amended  

 

ñDRAò   Disaster Risk Assessment 

 

ñHGDAò   Harry Gwala District Municipality 

 

ñULMò   Ubuhlebezwe Local Municipality 

 

ñIDPò    Integrated Development Plan 

 

ñNGOôSò   Non-Governmental Organizations 

 

ñNDMCò   National Disaster Management Centre 

 

ñPDMCò   Provincial Disaster Management Centre 

 

ñKPAò   Key Performance Area 

 

ñMMò    Municipal Manager 

 

ñEMSò   Emergency Medical Services 

 

ñRTIò    Road Traffic Inspectorate 

 

ñSASSAò   South African Social Security Agency 

 

ñSANDFò   South African National Defence Force 

 

ñSDFò   Spatial Development Framework 

 

ñSAPSò   South African Police Services 
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ABREVIATIONS  

 

Disaster is a progressive or sudden widespread or localized, natural or human 

caused occurrence which causes or threatens to cause death or injury, damage to 

property, infrastructure or environment, disruption of life of a community and its 

magnitude exceeds the ability of those affected to cope with it, using their own 

resources.  

 

Disaster management is a continuous and integrated multi -sectorial and 

multidisciplinary process of planning and implementation of measures aimed at 

disaster prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response, recovery and rehabilitation.  

 

Risk is a probability of a hazard occurring or threatening to occur   

 

Prevention means activities undertaken to provide outright avoidance of the 

adverse impact of hazards and means to minimize related environmental, 

technological and biological disasters.  

 

Mitigation means structural and non-structural measures undertaken to limit the 

adverse impact of natural hazards, environmental degradation and technological 

hazards.  

 

Preparedness means activities and measures taken in advance to ensure effective 

response to the impact of hazards, including the issuance of timely and effective 

early warnings and the temporary evacuation of people and property from 

threatened locations.  

 

Response means measures taken during or immediately after an incident or a 

disaster in to bring relief to affected communities or individuals.  

 

Recovery means efforts, including development aimed at creating a situation 

where-  

(a) Normality in conditions caused by a disaster is restored;  

(b) The effects of a disaster are mitigated; or  

(c) Circumstances are created that will reduce the risk of a similar disaster occurring. 

 

Capacity is a combination of all the strengths and resources available within a 

community, society or organization that can reduce the level of risk, or the effects of 

a disaster. 
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Hazard is a potentially damaging physical event, phenomenon or human activity 

that may cause the loss of life or injury, property damage, social and economic 

disruption or environmental degradation.  

 

Disaster risk reduction is the conceptual framework of elements considered with 

the possibilities to minimize vulnerabilities and disaster risks throughout a society, to 

avoid (prevention) or to limit (mitigation and preparedness) the adverse impacts of 

hazards, within the broad context of sustainable development.  

 

Environmental Impact Assessments are studies undertaken in order to assess 

the effect on a specified environment of the introduction of any new factor, which 

may upset the current ecological balance.  

 

Environmental Degradation is the reduction of the capacity of the environment 

to meet social and ecological objectives, and needs. 

 

Geog raphic Information System is an analysis that combines relational 

databases with spatial interpretation and outputs often in form of maps. A more 

elaborate definition is that of computer programs for capturing, storing, checking, 

integrating, analysing and displaying data about the earth that is spatially 

referenced. 
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1.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 

uBuhlebezwe Local Municipality is located in Ixopo, along the eastern boundary of 

Harry District Municipality. It is bordered by the following municipalities Dr. 

Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, Richmond, uMzumbe and uMzimkhulu. 

 

The area of jurisdiction of uBuhlebezwe municipality increased after the August 2016 

local elections due to the fact that, certain areas that previously belonged to Ingwe 

and uMzumbe municipalities were incorporated into uBuhlebezwe municipality. 

 

In accordance with stats SA, uBuhlebezwe municipality currently have a population 

of 118346, including the population of the areas that  were incorporated into the 

municipal area from NDZ and uMzumbe. The municipality has got an area coverage 

of 1669.182 square kilometres which also includes the new areas that were 

incorporated in it.   

 

The above changes warranted the review of the Disaster Management Plan to 

ensure alignment with the status quo of the municipali ty after the elections, and 

ensuring that, the risk profile  for the areas incorporated are done accordingly. 

 
Figure 1:Map depicting the areas acquired from Ingwe and Umzumbe LM 
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Figure 2: Topographical Map of the portion acquired from Ingwe LM 

 
Figure 3: Aerial Map of the portion acquired from Ingwe LM 
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Figure 4: Topographical Map of the portion acquired from Umzumbe LM 

 
Figure 5: Aerial Map of the portion acquired from Umzumbe LM 


