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Fg 4: Wall to Wall Scheme 
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Fg 5 : Wall to Wall scheme coverage 
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        Fg 7 : Transport Corridors 
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Fg 8 : Existing and future development 
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Fg 9:  Land Ownership
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SECTION B: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES, GOVERNMENT   

POLICIES & IMPERATIVES             

 
 Planning and Development Principles 
 

 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES APPLICATION OF PRINCIPLES 

Land development optimizes the use of existing resources and 

infrastructure (Spluma Development Principles) 

This is especially applicable to Ubuhlebezwe 

in a sense that we always strive to align our 

development projects in line with the 

development basic infrastructure. As much as 

project are planned and prioritized by the 

Municipality but nothing gets implemented 

without the basic infrastructure services laid 

out. Our developmental plans are aligned with 

District development plans in order to 

ascertain the timeframe attached per 

developmental proposal. 

  

Promote and stimulate the effective and equitable functioning 

of land markets (Spluma Development Principles) 

The Municipality adopted a Land Disposal 

Policy which translates this principle in a 

manner of offering different disposal of 

Municipal land to a variety of people with 

different economic backgrounds. 

  

Promote land development in locations that are sustainable and 

limit urban sprawl ( Spluma Development Principles) 

The Municipality does not own much land 

surrounding the ever growing town area and it 

becomes  difficult  to  plan  and  implement 
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES APPLICATION OF PRINCIPLES 

 service delivery projects e.g. LED initiatives 
 

and  basic  shelter  closer  to  the  CBD  and 

eonomic opportunities. 

 

 
 
 

The Municipality has a high volume of informal 

settlements within the urban space and is 

currently facilitating land negotiations with the 

surrounding land owners in order to combat the 

ever growing informal settlements population. 

These target areas are within close proximity to 

the urban space and will not just offer sufficient 

housing development for the Town area but other 

land uses to support the broad public. 

  

Development should be within limited resources (financial, 

institutional and physical). Development must optimise the use 

of existing resources and infrastructure in a sustainable manner 

(CRDP, National Strategy on Sustainable Development) 

The organisational structure has been 

developed to address issues relating the 

capacity so that services can be delivered 

timeously and efficiently, the municipal 

budgets also make provision of same. 

  

Stimulate and reinforce cross boundary linkages. Ixopo is located along the eastern boundary 

of Harry Gwala District, Municipality, it 

borders onto Dr Nkosazana Zuma, Richmond, 

Vulamehlo, Umzumbe and Umzimkhulu local 

municipalities, Ixopo is the main 

administrative centre located approximately 

85km south east of Pietermaritzburg, and is 

strategically located at the intersection of four 

major provincial routes leading to 

Pietermaritzburg, the Drakensburg, the 

Eastern Cape and the South Coast (R56 and 

R612). 

  

 

All to have access to basic services (water, sanitation, shelter 

and energy) must be provided to all households (NDP) 

 

Water, sanitation and shelter developmental 

infrastructure plans are constantly being 

aligned between the Water authority (Harry 
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES APPLICATION OF PRINCIPLES 

 District    Municipality)    and    Ubuhlebezwe. 
 

Where energy is concerned the Municipality is 

currently facilitating electricity supply to the 

household within the vicinity of the Mahehle, 

Mkhunya and Ufafa areas. As a response to 

the promotion of going green, the Municipality in 

future will also be engaging with the relevant 

stakeholders to looking into the housing 

development  in conjunction to the energy 

saving initiatives fit for human sustainable 

living. 

  

 

Land development procedures must include provisions  

that accommodate access to secure tenure (CRDP) 

 

Rural housing projects within the municipality 

seek to give beneficiaries the ownership. 

  

Tackle inherited spatial division (NDP) Our current SDF gives a guide which informs 

land development and management principles 

meant to deal with past imbalances. Our SDF 

also lays the direction of growth, special 

development areas for targeted growth and 

that is meant to deal with past segrational 

imbalances. The SDF also indicates where 

an area of development is promoted and 

where development is reduced 

– which in most cases it is guided by 

environmental issues among other things. The 

SDF evidently is aligned to the developmental 

elements contained within the National 

Development Plan (NDP), Provincial Growth 

and Development Strategy as well the District 

SDF accordingly. 
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Develop social and spatial compacts (NDP) All developmental plans are a direct response of 

the need from the broad public e.g. electricity 

implementation project were a response to 

protest action which took place over the years. 

Social spatial developmental measures are 

definitely promoted in terms of 
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES APPLICATION OF PRINCIPLES 

 the  development  of  our  urban,  rural  and 
 

regional spaces for communities. The SDF is 

guided and framed by the system of 

regulations within which we are most familiar. 

  

Prime and unique agricultural land, the environment and other 

protected lands must be protected and land must be safely 

utilised 

SDF makes provisions for protection of 

environmentally sensitive areas. 

 
We are currently conducting the Strategic 

Environmental Assessment. The Terms of 

Reference and SLA of which, have been 

approved and signed. 

 
The Municipality provided skip bins to all 

homeowner residing in around Ixopo Town to 

minimise the use of plastic bags, thereby 

protecting the environment. 

  

Engagement with stakeholder representatives on policy, 

planning and implementation at national, sectoral and local 

levels is central to achieving coherent and effective planning 

and development. 

Through IDP Representative Forum, SDF 

Steering Committee, Mayor’s Forum, 

Municipal Manager’s Forum, OSS and Inter- 

governmental Structures provides the 

platform to achieving coherent and effective 

planning and development. 

  

 

If there is a need to low-income housing, it must be provided in 

close proximity to areas of opportunity (“Breaking New Ground”: 

from Housing to Sustainable Human Settlements) 

 

The Municipality has purchased Wolsely farm 

with the intention of initiating a low income project 

there, the farm is along the R 612 and is close to 

Ixopo Town. 

 

 
 
 

The municipality has initiated two projects, i.e 

Morningview middle-income project and Golf 

Course Project, both which are in close proximity 

of the town. 
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES APPLICATION OF PRINCIPLES 

  

During planning processes and subsequent development, the 

reduction of resource use, as well as the carbon intensity of the 

economy, must be promoted 

The municipality has developed a Waste 

Management Plan which address this issue. 

 
The Municipality provided skip bin to all 

homeowner residing in around Ixopo Town to 

minimise the use of plastic bags, thereby 

protecting the environment. 

  

Environmentally  responsible  behavior  must   be  promoted 

through incentives and disincentives (KZN PGDS). 

The municipality has a cleaning awareness 

campaign. 

 
Processes for the purchase of bins that will be 

mounted on each street pole have been 

finalised and the project is underway. 

 
The Municipality has provided skip bin to all 

homeowner residing in around Ixopo Town to 

minimise the use of plastic bags, thereby 

protecting the environment. 

  

-The principle of self-sufficiency must be promoted. 

Development must be located in a way that reduces the need 

to travel, especially by car and enables people as far as 

possible to meet their need locally. Furthermore, the principle is 

underpinned by an assessment of each areas unique 

competencies towards its own self-reliance and need to 

consider the environment, human skills, infrastructure and 

capital available to a specific area and how it could contribute 

to increase its self-sufficiency (KZN PGDS) 

Ixopo precinct plan has identified the need for 

a shopping complex to service the people of 

Ixopo, this minimises chances of people 

having to travel to the nearest towns, e.g 

Pietermaritzburg. 

 
There is a Tusong Service centre located in 

Highflats, which seeks to meet communities 

coming from around the Highflats, 

Hluthankungu, Jolivet and many other 

communities, half way. There are Municipal 

services offered here and there are sector 

departments occupying some offices in the 

centre. 

 
The planning of the Ixopo town itself is such 

that,  service  departments  such  as  home 
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES APPLICATION OF PRINCIPLES 

 affairs, sassa, dpt of health are located withing 
 

the town, for easy access. 
 

 
The newly completed Ixopo Taxi Rank is also 

located in the towns’ CBD. 

  

Planning and subsequent development must strive to 

provide the highest level of accessibility to resources, 

services and opportunities  (KZN PGDS) 

Amenities such as banks, sector 
 

departments, municipalities(district and local) are 

highly accessible. 

Future developments are also propose within 

easy access to communities 

Table 4: Planning and Development Principles 
 
 
 
 

 Government Policies and Imperatives 
 

 
Government Priority Issue Municipal Action 

Sustainable Development 
 

Goals 

• Number of jobs created 

• Number of early 
childhood development 
centres created 
(service delivery) 

• The number of 
women employed in 
the senior level : 
Employment Equity 
Plan 

• The number of clinics 
created    in    
conjunction 
with  the  department  
of health 

• The number of people 
that receive assistance 
with HIV-Aids programs 

• Environmental 
programs implemented 

• The number of MoU 
signed with the 
government 
departments 

• The Municipality creates employement through   
EPWP   and   LED   grants. 
Vacant post are also filled timeously 
by following HR processes. 

• At Ubuhlebwe, 3 of our Directors are female,  
Director:  IPD,  Director  SD, 
CFO. 

• Through IDP Representative Forum meetings and 
OSS, the municipality 
together   with   the   Department   of 
Education are working towards the construction of 
early  childhood development centres. 

• Though creation of clinics is the Department of 
health’s function, the municipality    does    
provide    basic 
services. 

• Regarding HIV/AIDS the municipality has made a 
provision for employee assistance  programme.  
There  is  an 
HIV/AIDS coordinator employed by the 
Municipality who is hands on in coordinating and 
facilitating HIV/AIDS programs. 

• The number of people without water, sanitation 
and housing is declining. 

• The Municipality’s plan is to conclude all  MOU’s  
within  a  period  of  three 
Months 

National Plan 
Priorities 

• More  inclusive 
economic growth, 
decent work and 
sustainable livelihoods 

• The planning towards economic growth   is   
indeed   inclusive.   The 
Municipality’s LED strategy addresses 


